HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
to fear there and that the enormous Indian Ocean is
once again safely in British hands.
And finally, a change worthy of mention is the
strained relations which exist between Great Britain
and the Arabs in Palestine. The British plan to divide
Palestine into a British, a Jewish and an Arab section,
was intended to abolish the points of friction with the
Arab world without causing any loss of Great Britain's
influence or the abandonment of her military strong
point in Palestine. Her difficulties with the Arabs
may be confined to Palestine, but the fact remains that
the existence of good relationships with the Moham-
medan world is such an urgent necessity for British
strategy that the existing friction must be taken very
seriously, because a hostile Saud-Arabia in alliance
with a naval power might mean the cutting off of
communications through the Red Sea.
The effect of the conquest of Abyssinia by Italy on
the strategic situation of the British Empire will remain
small so long as this part of Italy's Empire is not
sufficiently developed politically, economically and
militarily to be able to defend itself without assistance
from the Motherland. At the moment Great Britain's
command of the Eastern Mediterranean makes it
possible for her to cut off Italy from Abyssinia.
Is Great Britain in a position to master the greater
strategic difficulties of the present situation as compared
with 1914 ? What has she done or what is she doing
to neutralize all these disadvantages? The whole
160